responsibilities of obtaining and administering a large stock of radium, which was purchased by the nation as a thankoffering for the recovery from grave illness of His Majesty, the late King George V. A foundation was thus laid for the careful control of the costly and important measures of treatment by radiotherapy of all kinds, because it required only the experience of a few years to make obvious the fact that any serious analysis of results must embrace the many cases which are treated in combination with deep X-ray therapy.
For a full assessment it was also obvious that the inter-relation of surgery and radiotherapy must be considered ; and this in turn led to a demand for a full study of the results of all forms of treatment, including those of pure surgery, in which no radiotherapeutic measure had been employed.
A continuous investigation of the problem brought to light many points of interest. The financial strain upon those hospitals which undertook the work on a complete scale was extremely heavy. The areas which they were called upon to > serve in virtue of their allocation of national radium, especially when in the form of the Mass Unit or " Bomb," far exceeded the normal range of their activity. The number of adequately trained radiotherapists was insufficient and their hours of work in many cases dangerously long. Great wastage occurred on account of the large proportion of cases which came for treatment in late stages of disease but to whom palliation could not be denied. The cost of travelling for the necessary prolonged " follow up " was a heavy burden to many. Delay took place before treatment could be initiated in many places owing to lack of bed accommodation.
In a few regions steps were taken to lessen the strain on the hospitals and on the individual sufferers by the creation of area organisations which would help to meet the cost of the newer methods of treatment and to assist the necessitous by payment of travelling expenses. Steps were also taken to promote the interest of the practitioners in the all-important question of early diagnosis and the significance of the precancerous manifestations in certain situations. The Cancer Control Organisation for Edinburgh and South-East Scotland was one of the pioneer bodies of this kind. At its foundation there was stressed the need for a consideration of the problem upon a regional basis. In view of the widely differing conditions of hospital service and administration throughout the country, this need requires emphasis at the present time. The increasing number of cases requiring treatment and the entry of the local authorities into the scheme of general hospital service led the Cancer Control Organisation to promote a plan by which all the hospital units concerned, voluntary and municipal, would pool their resources and take part in the establishment and conduct of a central institution for the treatment of tumours, especially for those requiring radiotherapy in some form. It was suggested that all the facilities for treatment, including the Radium Mass Unit, should be available to all classes of the community, with payment when the financial circumstances of the individual permitted.
It is only in such institutions with full facilities for frequent consultation, for careful clinical research and for the meticulous recording of results, that the various forms of treatment can be evaluated and a supply of highly trained radiotherapists can be obtained.
In these respects Manchester has given a lead to the whole country, and has avoided that sacrifice of other types of cases which must occur if cancer patients are given priority of admission in a general hospital. A It is to be expected, therefore, that an additional measure of support will be afforded to the Edinburgh scheme which has the approval of its local authority.
If wisely used, the financial help of the Government cannot fail to be of great assistance in meeting the basic needs in the treatment of cancer. Large problems of research and education remain for those medical centres which would play their part in the advancement of scientific knowledge on which final victory must depend.
